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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Phew!  I don't know about you but I'm still trying to figure out what happened to September.  It seems like just the other day that Dave E. and I were up in Canada catching big cuts on "Frenchmen's Creek".  Now all of a sudden, there seems to be a touch of fall in the air…but what a great time of the year.  There are almost too many choices on things to do.  Moreover, now that I have a good bird-dog, the choices are getting even tougher…field or stream, shotgun or spey rod, hmmm…what a dilemma.  

This brings me to the introduction of this month's speaker, John Shewey.  John is not only highly regarded for his fly tying and tying materials (if you’ve ever ordered materials from John, you already know his high standards for quality materials), his vast array of fly rod techniques from stillwater to steelhead, but also his expertise at bird hunting.  Please join us as we drag John away from his favorite time of year in Oregon to talk to us about "Summer Steelhead".

The October meeting will be on the 2nd Wednesday, October 13, with wet-fly time at 6:30, dinner at 7:00 and the program at 8:00. 

    Jim Palmersheim
( Jim Palmersheim may be reached by e-mail at jamesp@turbonet.com
or by telephone at ( 208) 882-4502 )

Backcast – Notes from the last meeting

            Guests included (please forgive the spelling, folks):  Jim Carlson, Don Shearer, and a steelheader from the Great Lakes region, John Coker.

            
Fishing reports at the time of the meeting, Alan Berryman reported that the Snake had cooled to 66 degrees and 10,000 steelhead had crossed lower granite Dam.  The Clearwater – which had provided the cold flows drawing the run upstream so nicely – has dropped, with the fish bunching up at the confluence.  Subsequently we see that the A-run has moved up the Snake and into the Ronde, with fishing picking up nicely for the beginning of October.

             Stacey dean fished the Kispiox, but reported salmon runs were not so hot, being overfished by the commercials.


The St. Joe River was great, going into the fall, according to Dave Tharp.  Very small dries were the best for him last month.  The same was true of Kelly Creek and the North Fork in Marv Slind’s experience.  He also reported that the Kelly Forks campsite has more sites than previously, but almost all are gravelled, not much in the way of grassy tent camp sites.


Reid Miller did so well in New Zealand, that he promised to put together a slide show for an upcoming meeting.    Other far-away fab fishing was reported by Dave Engerbretson, who with Shirley and selected friends fished the area around Crow’s Nest, Alberta with great results.
 


In another piscatorial adventure, Marv related his visit to the “Fishing Hall of Fame” -- the ultimate display of fishing kitsch, including its huge walk-though muskellunge.  A very interesting museum for all of that, but Jim Palmersheim wondered if they could use a “fishing tree” to complete their collection.  John read quashed that plan with a hasty “you can’t get rid of it that easy!”


But the best catch of the month came for Tom Lofaro, who is teaching at the Harvey Mudd College in Pomona, California.  In his e-mail, Tom related that wife Marie gave birth in May to a healthy baby girl: Francesca Maria,  "over 7 pounds and 20-some inches long.”  Best wishes to the Lofaros from all the Clearwater Fly Casters!

Conservation News – a lively discussion erupted over Idaho Fish & Game’s proposed reg changes, especially the statewide dropping of barbless hook requirements for trout.  Apparently a widely-quoted “Michigan Study” asserts that there is no difference between barb and barbless hooks as far as catch-and-release survival goes.  Several members took issue with this – Dr. Dean pointing out that the study was very flawed, with no controls for species, size, or water temperatures that released fish were held in.


In other conservation news, Idaho F&G thanked us for our contribution in re-roofing the Kelly Creek Ranger Cabin.

My First Trip to the St. Joe, or Boat for Sale

 by Brian Franks, as told to a roomful of flycasters:  


To start with, Brian’s COSTCO trailer’s locking bolt, didn’t lock – and as a result, the trailer with infatable Avon boat attached nearly launched itself into the river.  After recovering the rig, they found a replacement nut and bolt at the nearby Forest Service headquarters. Finally at the boat launch, the Franks found that the oars wouldn’t stay in the locks, and the dog wouldn’t stay in the boat (no dumb animal, this)!  In short order:  the dog bailed out; the line hung up; a graphite rod broke; the fly box went into the river; and the boat stuck on a rock twenty feet from the road.  After having numerous motorists wave at them, brian finally got the boat loose and back to shore, reloaded it on the trailer and quit for the day.  But not before bending the trailer tongue.


Brian took the opportunity to combine the ending of his tale with the announcement that he now has a boat & trailer for sale. 

SEPTEMBER PROGRAM – JEFF BARNEY


Jeff Barney of the Idaho Wildlife Federation gave a presentation on the federation and its conservation efforts in the political arena.  


He commented on the Id F&G anti-barbless-hook proposal, passing out copies of a 2-page paper supporting the benefits of barbless hooks.  Even Id F&G’s own enforcement division favors barbless, despite the hassle of enforcing the regulation.  Barney recommends that interested parties write to Idaho’s Fish & Game commission with input on this or any other wildlife/fisheries issues.  Another way to get involved is th join the Wildlife Activists Network, a collection of E-mail links allowing shared information and promoting concerted activity on environmental issues.  However, as a tax-exempt (501C) organization, the Federation cannot endorse or oppose political candidates – only educate the public as to their voting records.


Scott also told about the Boise Valley Wooly Buggers, a youth fly-fishing club with 150 members!  Very successful, the club sent one 18-year-old graduate to Scotland for the International Fly Casting Competition this year.


The Idaho Wildlife federation has partiipated in passing seven pieces of legislation, including the $7000 fine for illegal stocking, and various anti-poaching laws.  The Federation has one full-time staffer devoted to salmon & steelhead issues. 
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