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December Program: Dean Michael Parrella, U of I, College of 
Agriculture and Life Science 
‘Everything a Fly Fisher Needs to Know About May Flies and More’ 
 

Dr. Parrella has always loved fishing and began fly fishing in earnest in college in New 
Jersey and Virginia.  After relocation to California, his passion for both fishing and 
entomology led him to develop a 3-unit course on the UC Davis campus entitled 
‘Entomology for Fly Fishers’ that morphed into a general education course ‘Fly Fishing and 
the Interconnections to the World Around Us’. He taught this for 7 years with enrollments 
peaking at 40 students.  In the two most recent years of the course, it was taught in the 
evening so individuals from the Davis community could participate.  He has given 
presentations to fly fishing clubs throughout California and has participated in the 
Wilderness Unlimited Fly Fishing Clinic held on the Bidwell Ranch in northern California.  
In California, he mainly fishes on the Fall River, a Blue Ribbon trout stream located in 

Northern California.  He is fortunate to own a summer residence on this beautiful river.      

Forward Cast: 
Important Dates and Events: 
Dec 6: CFC Exec Committee Mtg, 6:30 pm, Smokey Mountain Pizzeria, 
Palouse Mall, Moscow, ID (all members are welcome) 
Dec 14: CFC Club Meeting, Univ Best Western, Moscow: Bring a friend! 
Bring a Student! 
Jan 3: Auction Planning Meeting, 6:30 pm, Smokey Mountain Pizzeria, 
Palouse Mall, Moscow, ID (all members are welcome) 
Feb 8, 2017: Clearwater Fly Casters auction 

 

Additional Information on Events: 

CFC Auction 

Clearwater Fly Casters is having their bi-annual Auction on Wednesday, February 8, 2017 at Best Western Plus 
University Inn.  Silent Auction begins at 5:30 along with the traditional wet-fly hour.  Dinner at 6:30, 
continuing with Silent Auction and Live Auction at 7:00.  A hand crafted bamboo rod will be raffled at the 
Auction. Early purchase Rod Raffle tickets will be available at the December meeting. Be sure to purchase your 

Now on Facebook! Locate us by searching Clearwater Fly Casters 

Information 
The Tippet is available as a 
PDF file on our web site: 
www.clearwaterflycasters.com  

Please submit information to 
the Newsletter Editor 
Meetings 2nd Wed (except 
June, July and Aug) University 
Best Western Inn, Moscow, ID 
Wet Fly Hour: 5:30 pm 
Buffet Dinner $16, Students 
$8: 6:30 pm 
Program: 7:00 pm 

http://www.clearwaterflycasters.com/
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winning ticket now!!!  In order to entice attendance, a member purchasing the dinner buffet can bring a guest 
(not a spouse or family member) for free!  Think who you would like to bring!  Someone who likes to 
participate in silent and live auctions, purchase raffle tickets, have a great time and may even become a 
member!   

We need everyone's help in soliciting auction items.  Consider restaurants, 
Starbucks, and more gift cards, food, beverages of all kinds, fishing items, 
hosting a dinner, desserts, framed art, and how about someone that would offer 
a guide trip!  All ideas are great with proceeds benefitting the Scholarship Fund.  
There are simple and short tasks that need volunteers too.  Sign-up sheets will 
be at the Dec meeting. Questions?  We have answers.  Contact any CFC officers 
noted on the back of the Tippet.   

Presidents’ Message (Joy Lunsford) 
I hope all of you had a great thanksgiving and wishing you a Merry Christmas and a very happy new year.   
There’s still fishing to be done – catch a steelhead! Or plan next year’s fishing trip!  Or, like Roger and I.  
bonefish in Cozumel!    It’s all fun and exciting and part of the joys of fly fishing. 

Don’t forget to pay your dues, or you won’t be eligible for the fly rod raffle.   

Forward Cast: 
There will be a drawing for a ‘fly rod’ or equivalent cash at the December 14 meeting. Everyone who bought a 
raffle ticket this year is eligible to win. This includes buying tickets the night of the drawing – the more you buy 
the better the odds. Only stipulation is that you need to be current with membership dues. If you are not, you 
can correct that before the raffle, then you will be  eligible to win. You do not have to be present to win. Good 
Luck! 

Back Cast: 
Clearwater Fly Casters Club Meeting November 9, 2016 
 President Joy Lunsford presided at the Clearwater Fly Casters meeting. 
Guests:  Nancy Hegg and Lynn Nelson 
 

Fishing reports:  
1.  Lynn and Kay Youngblood fished 2 days on the St. Joe last week catching a dozen fish. Water temp. 
was 42 degrees with rising fish caught on caddis patterns; 16" - 12" cutthroat. 
2.  Tonda Lark and Dulce Kersting fished the Lochsa pond with caddis pattern.  Caught a 14" cutthroat 
on a purple streamer. 
3. Sharon Tharp shared a book report of Malcolm Brooks," Painted Horses", about the Big Horn River, 
MT before the dam was built.  She and Dave fished it last year and plan to fish it again next year. 

 

Announcements: 
1.  Hats:  Cliff Swanson announced are in process. 
2.  Auction:  Save the Date magnets for everyone,  signup sheets for registration, set up, cashier, note 
taker, and runners.  All help is appreciated! 
3.  Officers:  still need a Vice President and Tippet editor. 
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Committee Reports: 
 Treasurer:  Lynn Youngblood announced balances General Fund of $2,835 and Scholarship Fund of 

$3,500. 
 Scholarship: Chair Cliff Swanson reported Scholarship applications have been sent to UI, WSU, and 

Eastern. Need a contact at LCSC.  Scholarship application is at www.clearwaterflycasters.com 
 Membership:  Lynn Youngblood reminded everyone that dues are due now as our "year" is from 

September to May.  Dues are:  students $10, individuals $25 and families $35. 
 Conservation:  Doug Baldwin said this information will be emailed to the membership due to details. 
 Programs:  Fred Meyer said UI Dean of Agriculture, Dean Parrella, will present entomology of 

mayflies, one of the most popular trout food and flies.  Future programs are set.  Stay tuned! 

Program:  Jens Hegg, ‘The Worlds Longest Freshwater Fish 
Migration’ 
 

Jens, a past recipient of the Clearwater Fly Casters Scholarship Award,  Ph.D. student 
at the University of Idaho and Palouse, WA native, shared the fascinating story 
beginning with the 3 species of giant catfish found in the Amazon river and its 
tributaries.  Equating the size of the Amazon River, imagine this river spanning from 
the Pacific Ocean to the Great Lakes and from Canada to near Mexico!  Catfish spawn 
in the upper tributaries of the Amazon.  Unlike the fish redds or nests we know, the 
fertilized eggs float on the waters' current to the mouth of the Amazon.  It grows from a 
single egg to a fish that is about 6" long once it reaches the estuary of the Amazon.  

Unraveling the pattern of migration is where Jens work begins in collaboration with Brazilian Tommaso 
Giarrizzo.  Jens studies the ear bones or otoliths of fish. The studies enable him and his team to determine the 
migratory path of the Amazon catfish and also salmon of the Pacific Northwest.  Fish heads are saved, the 
otoliths retrieved, polished and analyzed (thanks to WSU geo analytical lab) for isotopes relating to the mineral 
geology of the rivers in which the fish live and navigate.  The otoliths form as growth rings, similar to trees.  
The rings are a calendar of location where the fish were in the span of their lifetime.  In addition, the tooth from 
the nose or rostrum of the Amazon sawfish, think of a fish with a hedge trimmer as a nose, are studied in the 
same manner as the otoliths.  The Amazon sawfish is on the endangered list. 

The diversity of fish populations, including catfish and salmon, equates to habitat diversity.  For example, some 
fish in a population are more tolerant to high water temperatures than others.  When the water cools they 
decrease in number and fish adapted to lower temperature rebound.  As any fish species loses its habitat, 
population diversity decreases leading to reduced resiliency to rebound.   

Brazil has installed and continues to install dams that threaten the migratory passage of fish. Critical to the 
catfish is if there is not enough flow the eggs will sink and be eaten; therefore, 
no fish.  The fish diversion around the dams are not effective. The 
"anthropogenic" changes of fire, timber extraction and dams prompt the 
understanding of the eco system.   

Jens will travel to Brazil for a conference in January.  Financial aid from all 
sectors is sought for this continuing project. Clearwater Fly Casters auctioned a 
homemade frozen cherry pie (think Thanksgiving dinner) donated by Kay 
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Youngblood and purchased by Doug Baldwin with the proceeds going to Jen's project. Thank you Kay and 
Doug!  Jens, thank you for an outstanding presentation in furthering our education of fish migration and the 
importance of their habitat.   

Fly of the Month: Hannie’s Damselfly 
From the IFFF website, http://fedflyfishers.org/Tying/FlyoftheMonth.aspx  

Hook: Daiichi Hook 1130 size 16 
Thread:  Danville’s Fly master 6/0 white thread 
Body:  Deer Hair, white or natural 
Monofilament in pound test sizes 2 Lb., 10 lb. and 100 lb. 
Organza ribbon 
Flex Seal or Flexament 
Markers 
 
Written and Photographed By: Fred Hannie 
Creator: Fred Hannie 
Guest Tyer: Fred Hannie 
 
Hannie’s Damselfly 
Here is an imitative dry fly pattern that casts well, floats high and looks very much like its living counterpart. 
Though not suggested for beginning tiers they may not be at too much of a disadvantage compared to more 
experienced tiers as this pattern utilizes non-typical tying skill sets. We will use deer hair in this pattern but 
probably not as you have seen it used before. This pattern will have an extended body that will have you tying 
directly onto a strand monofilament with little or no tension from your bobbin. But don’t be intimidated because 
it takes you out of your fly tying comfort zone, adding realism to a fly sometimes demands it. 

So if I haven’t scared you off yet you may take comfort in knowing the finished fly in the photo is taken to its 
most imitative state. That means there are features of this pattern that can be omitted without diminishing the 
fly’s effectiveness. As I take you through the tying steps I will cover the few steps that can be omitted and you 
can decide for yourselves what to keep. 

Size and color will be dependent on the damselflies in your area. I have chosen to mimic the male Familiar 
Bluet which range in size between 29 -39 mm. And I made the gender distinction because like birds the male 
damselfly is brightly colored whereas the females tend to be dull or pale in comparison. Using white tying 
thread allows you to color the thread with markers to match almost any color damsel you choose. So let’s get 
started. 

http://fedflyfishers.org/Tying/FlyoftheMonth.aspx


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
   
Clearwater Fly Casters Officers & Committee Chairs 2016 
 
President   Joy Lunsford   joyelunsford@gmail.com 
Vice President   Tonda Lark   tondalark@gmail.com  
Past President   Joe Vaughan   josephvaughan9@gmail.com 
Treasurer   Lynn Youngblood  kaylynn4341@gmail.com 
Secretary   Kay Youngblood  keaylynn4341@gmail.com 
FFF Representative  Steve Bush   moscowtitle@moscow.com (208-882-4564) 
Conservation Chair  Doug Baldwin   dougbaldwin318@gmail.com (509-334-1630) 
Membership Chair  Paul Agidius   pagidius@moscow.com 
Program Chairs   Fred Meyer   fw49meyer@gmail.com 
    Joy Lunsford   joyelunsford@gmail.com 
Newsletter Editor  Roger Willemsen  rw.willemsen@gmail.com 
Webmaster   Cliff Swanson   clswan12@gmail.com 
 
Membership and Monthly Meeting: 
CFC membership dues are $25/yr for individuals, $35/yr for families, $10/yr for students, $50/yr sustaining, 
$300/lifetime.  Meetings are on the 2nd Wednesday, September through May, at the Best Western University 
Inn, 1516 Pullman Rd, Moscow, Idaho.  Wet Fly Hour 5:30 PM, Dinner at 6:30 PM and Program at 7:30 PM. 
 
 

Clearwater Fly Casters  
PO Box 394  
Pullman, WA 99163 
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